


Chinese trains
China, the pacesetter for change in inter-urban transport, is investing over  
$1 trillion expanding its rail network to 120,000 km by 2020.

ideal. Faster than the car and more comfortable 
than the plane, both business and leisure travellers 
have increasingly opted for the train as the preferred 

been expanded, and clean, high-speed electric rail 
transportation continues to secure more investment 
from the varied governments.

one high-speed rail line in operation, there is only just 

is increasingly seen as the major growth area for mobility, 
competition is rife between air, road and rail. Around 

serious commitments. While low-cost airlines continue 

steadily, many governments are investing heavily in rail 
as the future of inter-urban transport. Having observed 

is now considered by many to be the pacesetter for 
change.

A hundred and thirty years after the invention of 
the railway and its growth as the primary form of 

many around the world. To help overcome capacity 

an hour and a half off the usual four-hour journey. 
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service. As well as these conventional high-speed 

 
 

and has built new infrastructure ahead of demand. 

increasing the speed of travel across the country, 
China is now investing over $1 trillion in expanding 

China has used the opportunity for well-targeted 

landscape around train services by investing in a mix 

passenger transport are being separated, double 

have already been made and the ambition will be 
implemented. China has become the new test bed 

country is moving forward fast. As a recent article in 

gained surprisingly little advantage from high-speed 
rail. However, this situation is beginning to change. 

potential recipients of federal funding. Those lines are 

Of these, only the California line has so far gained 
 

century and further drive economic growth. Having 

China has seen high-speed trains as 

connect its cities but also to invest in an 
infrastructure for the 21st century and 
further drive economic growth. 

Like Japan, South Korea, France, Spain 
and Germany before, China is reshaping 
its landscape around train services.



of new high-speed lines, there is little action and their 
expansion is certainly not guaranteed. China is the 
clear pace-setter for change in inter-urban transport 
over the next decade. Will America follow?

Time magazine put it: ‘At a time when infrastructure 

city-to-city travel and escalating concerns about 
fossil fuel-based road and air transport, electric high-
speed trains are seen as the best option. However, it 

bold steps forward and probably will not be able to 

At a time when infrastructure in the 
US and Europe is ageing fast, China’s 
railways may give it a competitive edge 
over the world’s leading economies.
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