


The need to differentiate between real and virtual disappears: who you are ceases  
to be a singular identity as we each have a multiple ‘cocktail identity’ portfolio.

and respect apparently contradictory and multiple 
identities? Will it be through identity personas that we 

to customise multiple online identities around 

seen to be typical in her peer group: one was the 

the universities she hoped to attend; another was 

designed to share different aspects of her life to 

experiments in which, for instance, she is pretending 

Paris or just someone else she has dreamt up who 
lives in her street. The girl in question is quite clear 

quite common today for one individual to have several 

we could also have a couple of phone numbers and 

we are and groups we may belong to increases, we 
can expect things to get even more complex. While 
some see a single universal persona existing across 
multiple platforms and social interactions, others 

Whatever the case, the growing challenge lies in 
understanding which or who is the real you.

highlighted in his initial view on the future of 
identity:

“The ‘dealing-with-multiple-identities’ challenge is 

As our world becomes smaller through migration and 
mobility, both virtual and real, it may be that people 
and groups will express themselves more insistently 
through multiple rather than single identity lenses. So it 
will be the particular ingredients of the ‘cocktail identity’ 



national identity is something we hold on to for as 
long as possible. Children may be comfortable with 

as people from different nations move around and 
settle a long way from their homeland, the diaspora 

on our self-identity.

We also have to consider the impact of increasingly 
global common interest groups with which people 
align their priorities. Whether cause-related (eg, 

of the internet has enabled people all over the world 
to connect and become a community. Many of the 
connections between the new tribes and clans are 

and so are adding another dimension to the growing 
identity smorgasbord that we can assemble.

alternative views of how this could all play out. At 
one extreme, some see that we will have the option 
to inhabit a world where multiple faces to external 
communities are presented as a coherent mix: in the 

how can anyone in the outside world see who she 

to her, then which of her multiple identities would 
they focus on? As she and similar people go to 

more or fewer identities? Will managing so many 

as multiple parallel faces to the world?

an underpinning shift occurring in some areas as a 

suggested, ‘as the diaspora space grows, it provides 

in a diaspora space or location develops as an 
ongoing process that can change with situations and 

another, they retain their homeland identity but also 
merge it with their new home – and so become 

from the programme pointed out that ‘identity 

of North African migrants that gradually assume a 
Moroccan-French, Tunisian-French or similar identity. 

This was brought to life by a 14-year-old 
girl who had twenty-seven Facebook 

in her peer group.

Identity in a diaspora space or location 
develops as an ongoing process 
that can change with situations and 
experiences. 



hence our multiple identities in isolation of each 
other. The coherence is less visible to others, and 
even to ourselves, but, at heart, still represents an 
amalgam of who we are.

to increase in the future in both nature and scope. 
Alongside the identities we create and manage, 
whether in the real world or online, additional layers 

be publicly available: professional and amateur 
critiques on top of and around the real you.

And so we are left with a two-part question. Will 

information about who we are? Or, would it be 

relationships are all presented and seen solely through 

At the other end of the spectrum, some see further 
fragmentation of identity on the horizon to a point 
where we manage our relationships, interests and 

In the ‘youniverse’, everything that can 
be is centred around the individual. 
Networks, information, identities and 
relationships are all presented and 
seen solely through the lens of personal 

insights


