


Intelligent UAVs choose their victims themselves as the race for more focused 

cameras each. Alongside surveillance activities, drones 

increasing coverage of their controversial use for 
the surveillance and assassination of both Taliban 

where exerting military power in no-go areas has 

Over the past couple of years, Afghanistan and 

services. They have become the proving ground for a 
fundamental shift in how military power is exercised, 
how information is collated and used and, ultimately, 
how wars will be fought. With a military budget 

to drones, which cost a fraction of the price of a 

and as other countries scale up their arsenal, by 

Predator drones each day in Afghanistan. Much of 
their use has been for surveillance, with each drone 

The US has become increasingly 
attracted to drones which cost a 

not greater presence. 



be completely autonomous, and so does not need 

the Taranis prototype shows the direction we are 

the world of gaming is integrated within military 

as the military terms it, are changing rapidly.

of ordinance delivery that has gone before, the 
psychological implications of such decreasing 
contact between the source and recipient of action 
are raising some major questions in the military and 
beyond.

be engaging in aerial battle and choosing targets for 

casualties have been an increasingly unwelcome 
item on CNN, the use of unmanned drones each 

though many see that these assassination machines 

society, their use is widely accepted and even 
promoted in the media.

are being used. Thousands of hand-launched drones 
are used by soldiers to see what lies over hills and 
these are getting so easy to use that there are now 

and Automation Lab has led the development 

and simultaneously view corresponding video feeds. 

Thousands of hand-launched drones 
are used by soldiers to see what lies 
over hills and these are getting so easy 
to use that there are now even iPhone 
apps for controlling them. 

BAE Systems’ Taranis drone is intended 
to be completely autonomous, and so 
does not need human piloting. 



one analyst quoted in the New York Times article said: 
‘The systems today are very much Model T Fords. 

Program were planning to create an operational 

and pre-programming, these developments are 
preparing the way for a world where hordes of 
unmanned, unattended and untethered drones in 
the air, on the ground and under water reinvent In ten years’ time, many speculate that 

drones will be engaging in aerial battle 
and choosing targets for themselves. 
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