


With increasing economic migration the total Muslim population of Europe is 

inhabitants. While fertility rates and life expectancy 
in different countries can be used for base-case 
models, a big uncertainty is the impact of migration 

commented that ‘the major challenges are to 
predict the size, direction and character of global 

to remain high and probably increase as a proportion 

outnumber births and so natural growth will cease. 
From that point on, positive net migration will be the 
source of population growth. ‘Migration from other 

Migration has been a contentious subject for a number 
of years and, as politicians continue to avoid the heart 
of the issue and media misrepresent many of the 
arguments, the real implications are misunderstood. 
Yet, in terms of impacts on other issues, migration is 

perspective on the future of migration, Professor 

From the varied discussions around the topic it is 

challenge that will lead to a shift in society. ‘The low 

multiplying migrants, will change fundamentally what 

is one pertinent view. Many increasingly see that, to 
sustain competitive growth in the face of declining 

and this will largely come from North Africa and the 

hard to come by, leading commentators see that, 

change the multicultural balance in a new direction. 

nationals will be Muslim by the end of the decade.

There are a number of different scenarios being 



support growth drew in people from the former 

has risen, doubling in the past thirty years to around 

the countries with the largest percentages of Muslims 

congregated in a numerous urban areas and many 
observers are aware that certain neighbourhoods in 

as whole into consideration, beyond the boundaries 

“Europe’s immediate neighbourhood, the Middle East 
and North Africa region, has the world’s second fastest 
growing population, after sub-Saharan Africa. Future 

the Mediterranean region, in view of differences in 
living standards and population trends exacerbated by 
natural resource constraints.”

Over the next decade, there will be continued change 

of welcoming migrants, over recent years immigrants 
have increasingly come from developing economies 

Cohen stated: ‘The economic case for migration has 
always been strong. Migrant labour is often cheaper, 

 



integrated into society and are self-segregated for 
reasons such as language barriers and different 

reality is that, despite the anxiety, Muslim integration 

experts believe that middle-class Muslims are much 

between being Muslim and Western, not Muslim or 

and political challenges to be addressed, but with 

sustaining its population, and an increasing recognition 
that this can only occur through immigration from 
Muslim countries, the reality of a more Muslim 

multinationals to start to focus on this group as a 

that was largely uneconomic to support due to size 
or dispersion, improved connectivity and declining 

Muslims an increasingly addressable mainstream.

the next decade, with a Muslim population equal to 

in how the region operates on the international stage. 

voting laws, granting certain franchise rights to the large 

Muslim population has been the focus of debate on 

Muslims already make up 25% of the 
population in Marseilles and Rotterdam, 
20% in Malmo, 15% in Brussels and 
Birmingham, and 10% in London, Paris 
and Copenhagen.
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