


The acceptance of being tracked by your mobile is accelerated by ticketless 
transport systems, increased surveillance and successful location-based services.

too has now become an additional security issue. 

battery is integrated into the product and cannot be 

potential of phones. This capability is now also 

such as Loopt, Venti Coffee and Njection are using 
this information to respectively broadcast your 

you of speed traps.

Moving forward, as phones are used to enable 

the phone rather than the person gets on and off 

of a personal mobile device as a reliable surrogate 
for the individual is stimulating new applications in 

to name just a few. However, it is not all just about 
your mobile.

system has been around for several years now and 

services can be called and locate a vehicle in case 

become more widely adopted, the ability to use it to 

state and national borders without prior agreement 

Anyone who has used an iPhone will be aware that 
location services are now embedded in most smart-

where their friends are, in real time, on the basis of 

allows you to openly share your whereabouts. For 
many, the ability to be located via the position of our 

but it has actually been used for quite some time.

From a security perspective, when needed, and with 

services in many countries have been able to locate 
suspects to within a meter or so by triangulating 
signals from a mobile phone to the communications 

location of people has been possible in recent years, 
even when a phone is switched off. As long as there 
is a battery in the phone, it can be remotely turned 
on, located and turned off in milliseconds and this 

As long as there is a battery in the 
phone, it can be remotely turned on, 
located and turned off in milliseconds.



feature at many airports – are adding an extra layer of 

issues around privacy are bubbling under the surface.

for the monitoring of people and their movement 

cameras, the average person is photographed over 

instance by the security services for national security 
and counter-terrorism surveillance, this is now going 
mainstream in the commercial world. Although the 
subject of some concerns about privacy, after trialling 

recognition to a wider audience to allow them to 
search for something on the internet simply by 

Privacy campaigners have cautioned that adding 

are also developing face-recognition tools, a global 
rollout is not far away. Although a privacy invasion 

with more customer-focused applications coming 
on-line every day, providing new information to all, 
consumer resistance will be marginal.

– or, if you do, then they charge you for the privilege. 

there is widespread acceptance of this capability. The 

for better emergency assistance, it also facilitates the 
introduction of pervasive road pricing and similar 
schemes – without the need for toll booths.

and out of transport systems and many public and 

to an individual credit card holder and so can tell 
the system where you enter and exit the tube or 

and Melbourne provide the functionality and so, as 
non-contact payment is adopted more widely, this 

While passes are common for many corporate 
employees and visitors, the introduction of biometric 

recognition or iris scans and which are a common 

The use of the location of a personal 
mobile device as a reliable surrogate 
for the individual is stimulating new 

payments and social networking.

Car hire companies have for some 
time had the capability to actively track 
where you drive.



in which, whether we want it or not, and whether we 

by border control when we leave and enter countries 

will fast become the norm in most regions.

Google’s Goggles project is bringing 
facial recognition to a wider audience to 
allow them to search for something on 
the internet simply by taking a picture 
of it on a mobile phone.
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