


Informed choices, growth, congestion and regulation impact the world’s cities 

by many different factors on top of the geographic 
and cultural differences present.

added to the world over the next decade, most of 
them in cities in the developing world. According to 

London is a relatively good example of sustainable 
developed-world urban transportation, albeit not as 

can be considered as typical, average examples of 
developed- and developing-world urban mobility. 

Although all cities are in many ways different in 
terms of layout and structure, and consequently 
have different transport options, many share 
similar issues and challenges around sustaining 

problems resulting from congestion but also of the 
environmental implications, many leading mayors and 

include encouraging people to change their existing 
habits and behaviours, while in the developing world 

different choices about mobility than others have 
made in the past. With car ownership rising steadily 

The challenge of future urban transport was 

that the answer ‘is not simply about stopping people 

about ‘encouraging people to travel less by better 

and more: urban transport is a complex issue driven 

The key challenge is that as London in 
2020 seeks to be more like Shanghai in 
2010, can we stop Shanghai becoming 
more like London? 



realisation early on was that ‘urban transport planning 
has to be integrated with the urbanisation policy to 

solution is clearly to regulate against the car. 
While congestion charging, road pricing and lane 
prioritisation for multi-passenger and low emission 
vehicles has become increasingly popular in many 
cities, others have tried alternative approaches. For 

comment, ‘the result would be more cars on the road 

severe limitations, even though more people are 
recognising the issues including ‘the negative health 

we can expect ever more dedicated cycle lanes 

the pavements are in a dangerous condition, while 

Cycling might be an attractive option in places 

people that it is a progressive option for transport 
can be an uphill struggle. What many agree upon is 
the role of an integrated public transport system that 

may mean buses, trams and trains, in other places 

world where access to personal transportation is 
a cultural ambition, a status symbol and, in many 
places, a major advance, many of the discussions in 

conundrum can be accommodated.

Any global blueprint solution has to consider the 

spending between thirty and sixty minutes a day on 

daily transportation time in cars is up to three hours 

more on regeneration for city planning, Asia is creating 
brand new cities and extending existing ones, but 
‘in several Asian cities, urbanisation is happening at 
a rate that is much faster than transportation can 



planning policy for regeneration as much as new-
build. As such, pedestrianisation and cycle routes, 
for example, are both on the increase. However, 

economic growth, mobility management has to 
therefore consider structural and attitudinal change. 

that smarter choices can have – from better travel 
plans, improved taxi services, changing access to 
vehicles through car clubs and car-sharing schemes 
and increased awareness of alternatives to the car, 

forecast. Whether or not they start with transit 
system plans or shifts to cycling, all discussions on 
future urban transport ended up highlighting the 

developing worlds, in new and old cities, the big 
push that is evidently building momentum is to use 
manifold means to constrain movement by car and 

will clearly have more drivers in the world, the hope 
of the planners is that the overall miles travelled by 
car will be stable and that the increase in numbers 
will be offset by a reduction in distance.

there may already be better answers: tut-tuts are 

already in place, the need for monorails and metros 
could be questioned. Although many cities are 

that ‘the solutions must be different for different 

a multilevel approach where underground transit 

built, and some of the existing ones that are being 
upgraded, this option has many supporters and 
will, de facto, become the future. The new Chinese 

have their transport options. However, elsewhere, 
many commentators see that a more sustainable 
urban transport future can only be achieved if more 
informed choices are made by governments and 
organisations as well as individuals.

In several Asian cities, urbanisation is 
happening at a rate than is much faster 
than transportation can cope with. 
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