














Leading in 2030

It is clear that public bodies should increasingly
tread carefully before they agree partnerships with
privately held entities. Without the appropriate levels
of regularity involvement, sensitive and confidential
personal data can be easily scraped and monetised
for commercial purposes and, once the genie is

out of the bottle, it may be difficult to backtrack.
Initiatives such OpenCorporates and Citizen Labs
offer a sign of how the power dynamic, which

often seems to be at the behest of the elite, could

potentially to be turned on its head. After all, if
better data about companies, or even governments,
becomes more widely available perhaps it will be
possible to start challenging their activities more
effectively. This suggests that in the future it may
well become a little more difficult for unaccountable
organisations to wield their influence away from the
public eye.
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The World in 2030

This is one of 50 global foresights from
Future Agenda’s World in 2030 Open
Foresight programme, an initiative which
gains and shares views on some of the
major issues facing society over the next
decade. It is based on multiple expert
discussions across all continents and covers
a wide range of topics. We do not presume
to cover every change that will take place
over the next decade however we hope to
have identified the key areas of significance.
Each foresight provides a comprehensive
10-year view drawn from in-depth expert
discussions. All foresights are on https://
www.futureagenda.org/the-world-in-2030/

Previous Global Programmes

The World in 2020 was published in

2010 and based on conversations from

50 workshops with experts from 1500
organisations undertaken in 25 countries

as part of the first Future Agenda Open
Foresight programme. This ground-breaking
project has proven to be highly accurate in
anticipating future change and the results
have been used by multiple companies,
universities, NGOs and governments
globally. Rising obesity, access not
ownership, self-driving cars, drone wars, low
cost solar energy, more powerful cities and
growing concerns over trust were just some
of the 50 foresights generated. For more
details: https://www.futureagenda.org/the-
world-in-2020/

Five years on, the World in 2025 programme
explored 25 topics in 120 workshops hosted
by 50 different organisations across 45
locations globally. Engaging the views of
over 5000 informed people, the resulting
foresights have again proven to be very
reliable. Declining air quality, the growing
impact of Africa, the changing nature of
privacy, the increasing value of data and

the consequence of plastics in our oceans
are some of the foresights that have already
grown in prominence. For more details:
https://www.futureagenda.org/the-world-
in-2025/

About Future Agenda

Future Agenda is an open source think
tank and advisory firm. It runs the world’s
leading Open Foresight programme,
helping organisations to identify emerging
opportunities, and make more informed
decisions. Future Agenda also supports
leading organisations on strategy, growth
and innovation.

Please contact us via:
douglas.jones@futureagenda.org
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